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Enriching Our Communities
Being Light and Salt to the world, let’s reach out to local
communities in which our churches are located. The primary
mission of the local church is to the community around it.
Let’s tell others about God’s outrageous grace and express God’s
love through gracious actions. Let’s speak out for the voiceless,
and speak up for the vulnerable. May it be said that our churches
are well known and highly appreciated by their local communities.
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Bishop Peter and Georgie (Selwyn House School) relaxing after each doing their bit for the Consecration Service at All Souls Church in December 2019.
Bishop Peter, did much of the consecration activities, while Georgie interpreted for the deaf at various times in the service. Well done! You both deserve a
slice of celebratory cake!
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Being Salt and Light In Our Communities

There is a jibe which is both pointed
and humorous which goes like this,
“If you were charged with the offence of
being a Christian, would there be enough
evidence to convict you?”
The jibe, of course, is intended to spur
us to be visible in our personal witness
to Jesus Christ and to live a life which
demonstrates that we are Christians.
A jibe along similar lines about our
parish churches could be this: if we
closed our parish church, would the
local community notice any difference?
Of course our parish churches exist
for purposes which local communities
in a secular society do not rate highly –
worshipping God and teaching the faith.
But when Jesus said to his followers that
we are to be the salt of the earth and
light to the world that sounds like the
church – followers of Jesus gathering
together – are meant to be impacting
our local communities. When Jesus
spelled out what loving our neighbour
might mean, through the story of the
love-in-action Samaritan, there is no
way we can apply that story to the life of
our local churches with no impact on the
local community.

There are always charitable, neighbourly
works to do in our local communities
and I see a lot of energy going into
those works. Churches in our Diocese
understand that being church is
worshipping God, teaching the faith and
reaching out in evangelism and service
to the local community. But being light
and salt in the community raises a
question: Might we be able to go further
– to not just meet some basic needs but
to enrich life in our communities? From
neighbourhood to neighbourhood across
our city, towns and rural districts, that
will mean different things. One recipe
will not fit all situations. But immense
joy comes from grace-filled, Spiritempowered enrichment of community
life. To be honest, that enrichment will
be costly in terms of our commitment
as churches to the well-being of others.
Every church that reaches out to build
and enrich the community around it
relies on a core of motivated, tireless

volunteers. There may be other costs
also as, for example, we speak up
prophetically on behalf of the voiceless
or challenge powerful forces to act justly
and truthfully.
In 2019 it was encouraging to see
community enriching outreaches,
from a new pre-school to eldercare
initiatives. I am looking forward to
seeing further evidence among us
in 2020 where we enrich our local
communities and weave our church lives
into the fabric of thriving, cohesive and
nurturing neighbourhoods.

The Transitional Cathedral, Latimer Square

www.christchurchcathedral.co.nz | admin@christchurchcathedral.co.nz | (03) 3660046
WED 26 FEBRUARY: ASH WEDNESDAY: 5.30PM ECUMENICAL SERVICE AT THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PRO-CATHEDRAL
SUNDAY 8 MARCH: COMMONWEALTH DAY: 10.00AM COMMONWEALTH SERVICE

†

SUNDAY 5 APRIL - FRIDAY 10 APRIL: HOLY WEEK: SEE CATHEDRAL WEBSITE FOR FULL SERVICE DETAILS
PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS OF REGULAR SERVICES AND OF OUR LENTEN PROGRAMME.
OUR “LENT AT THE CATHEDRAL” BROCHURE CAN BE DOWNLOADED.
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In Brief

Susie’s Artistic Talents

"Pray that God uses my paint
brush to touch people’s hearts as
they pass by.”
Mural Artist Susie

1 Peter 4:10 says, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its
various forms”. And that is exactly what Susannah, or Susie, a third
year Medical Laboratory student at the Auckland University of
Technology did.

The concept art developed by Susie.

Obviously she’s multi-talented, because
she didn’t take up a medical laboratory
job for her holiday employment, instead
choosing marketing, design and project
management for St Peter’s Anglican
Preschool here in Christchurch.
Susie, who comes back to her home
town of Christchurch each summer
holidays, was asked by Tony Bracefield,
General Manager of the Manukau
Christian Charitable Trust who
administer the preschool, to design and
paint the fence. “At first I thought it
was just for the kids,” said Susie, “then
I found out it was the external wall that
the public sees and it was 1.9m tall and
25m long! That’s a big canvas!”
You’ve probably seen it already —
the first half of the fence by the
church on Yaldhurst Rd is covered
in four Biblical scenes that tell the
Christian story

The preschool is so excited about
it and the witness it provides to the
neighbourhood. Tony says St Peter’s
is a Church Corner landmark so they
wanted a mural to attract the attention
of passing cars and pedestrians. “Such
an iconic church needs an iconic mural
to reflect the ministry of God’s people,”
he says.
Preschool Head Teacher, Liz Orr,
says “The fence outside reflects what
happens inside the fence, the telling of
the stories of Jesus”.
Tony says he is ‘tickled-pink’ to have
the mural up. “It’s one of the busiest
roads for traffic movements – according
to CCC data – about 20,000 car
movements a day! It’s super exciting
that we can make a permanent gospel
statement on one of the busiest roads in
Church Corner! What a witness!”

Susie blocking out the Nativity scene in early
December. Susie says, “I have been so blessed to
be able to paint this story of Jesus, and therefore
to share His love for people through art.

St Peter’s Church Vicar, the Ven. Nick
Mountfort, says he’s excited about the
giant mural. “The art work will help
welcome children of all ages,” says Nick.
As well as the mural, Susie has been
promoting the preschool in the local
community, putting up posters and
flyers and going door-to-door telling
families about the preschool.

Jesus birth (Nativity),
Jesus calming the storm,
His death, and
His resurrection
Another panel of the fence is Noah’s Ark
and the final panel is a preschool scene
featuring the preschool verse, “Let the
children come…” (Mark 10: 14).
Early December was planning, paint
selection and concept creation, while
the fence was primed by Dave, the
preschool maintenance man. Second
week in December, Susie drew the
outline of the mural for the Gospel
stories, and then the painting began. In
late December, a second painter joined
her – Ivey Vinson – another talented
artist who collaborated with Susie on the
preschool portion of the mural.
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Ivey Vinson working on her preschool-themed panel, featuring swings, slides and happy children,
in January. By the time you read this article the mural will be finished. Drive down Riccarton Road
veering into Yaldhurst Road and take a peek. Now “Let the children come…”
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In Brief

Our Christ Church Cathedral
A Timeline Update
Recently the Christ Church Cathedral Reinstatement team (CCRL)
sent out a newsletter. It included an infographic about what has
happened so far, and what we are likely to see in 2020 and beyond.
Rather than tell you about it second-hand, I have copied the pages
here for you to catch up on what is happening. You can sign up for
their updates by visiting www.reinstate.org.nz

In Brief | Words — Annemarie Mora, CCRL
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In Brief

Hilarious Living Wage Elves
Elves at Christmas — this is a relatively new phenomenon. But that
doesn’t stop some creative people from jumping on the band wagon,
literally, and entering a bunch of “Living Wage Elves” into the local
Santa Parade!
Now I know an elf is not an imp, but I
can imagine these fairly irreverent elves
causing all sorts of chaos in the parade.
Especially that one in the front with the
cheeky head-nod and grin!
So the serious side of the silly, is that
Anglican Care South Canterbury is
active in the Living Wage movement

locally, and just prior to Christmas took
part in an engaging and inventive way
to promote the Living Wage — dressed
as Elves asking for a living wage as part
of the Pleasant Point Christmas parade!
Great cause — Great idea! Imagine
Anglicans being relevant and relatable.
Awesome job guys!

0508 738 473

Join other ethically
minded Christians

It’s easy to join or transfer to our Scheme
Apply online at christiankiwisaver.nz

A copy of the Product Disclosure Statement is available on our website.
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In Brief

The Waiau
Angels
“A builder, a farmer and a
councillor walked into a bar…”
Or was it, “Three angels walked
into a bar. One was dressed as a
builder, one as a farmer and one
as a councillor…”
Oh no! I’ve got it — it was
Charlie’s Angels!
Whichever way it went, ‘twas a
not-to-be-missed event!
It was the final service for the year, 7pm
in the Waiau Community Hall, that the
three wise, ah, brave men “appeared” to
much hilarity and enjoyment. They told
their stories of the various commissions
given to them by God, and how they
went. One spoke to Mary, one to Joseph
and one, well, I’ll leave you to ponder
who that was and how it went…
Along with the enjoyment of the angelic
drama there was also another angel who
sang “Mary Did You Know”. Organised
by Marina Shearer (pictured below)
and Claudine Barnes, some thought this
Christmas service was the best ever!
And the fun didn’t stop there — prior
to the service the youth (and some
wanna-bes) got together and made
bliss balls. They packaged them up
and delivered them around the town

The Waiau Angels.

in groups of 3-4. I taxied a group to
the farthest streets and initially sat in
the car while they approached the first
couple who were outside enjoying their
garden. There seemed to be confusion,
so I came over to explain that it was both
a gift and an invitation to the evening
Carol service that night. They finally
understood. “Oh, you’re from Connect?”
(the name of the Youth Group), and
you’re the new Vicar (I was wearing the
collar). We’ve heard about you!” And so
a connection into the wider community
was made. This scenario was repeated
around town until we’d given away all the
packages, with the youth taking turns
to introduce themselves and gaining

confidence each time. Several of those
we had just visited came, and were
chuffed with the goodies and the invite.
The cunning plan worked!
The evening was rounded off with coffee
and kai aka the ginormous Christmas
cake we’d made during the November
Church service bake-off. Good times.
Good people. Good job.

The post-service cake.

The Connect Youth-group and Marina Shearer packaging bliss balls up to “sweeten” the invitation to the Waiau Carol Service in December.

In Brief | Words and Photo Credit — Ven. Dawn Daunauda
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Playfully Serious Messy Church

Feature

What is it?
Combine elements of a full
parish celebration activity, a
church holiday programme,
Christ-centred activity centres,
music, dance, interactive
story-time, genuine choice,
intergenerational activity, a
friendly, safe, welcoming
space, laughter, fun, noise and
yes, “mess”, add in a shared
meal, and you have something
approximating Messy Church.
It’s not for the faint-hearted,
‘I need all my ducks to line up, and
preferably quietly’, sort-of-person.
It’s for the bold, brave and community
focused parish, who have a genuine
desire to be a place in their community
that is safe, open, attractive, and
relational. It’s not the only way
to invite people into church who
wouldn’t normally come, but it’s a well–
researched and tried way that works.
Some would argue — it’s just a club for
kids. But no — research shows it’s not.
Research done by the Church Army
UK, called “Playfully Serious” (2019)
speaks of the effectiveness of Messy
Church to create new spaces for faith: It
reaches people who would not usually
attend church; It grows disciples and
models new patterns of leadership; And
it’s inclusive, welcoming people from
a wide range of economic and social
backgrounds.

Young and old, male and female, all kinds of kiwis can feel included and safe in Messy Church.

BLUEPRINT
more than ink on paper.

PROUD TO
PRINT FOR
ANGLICAN
LIFE

19/21 Gasson Street, Christchurch | 03 348 0538 | julie@blueprintmedia.co.nz | blueprintmedia.co.nz
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Two points worth noting are that
it’s about the whole family, and it’s
intergenerational.

Messy Church caters for families; Mum,
Dad, Grandma, kids, boarders and
aunts, whoever is part of the whanau. It
doesn’t teach kids in isolation from the
parents, older siblings or grandparents,
as traditional Sunday schools do. So by
catering for the full family, the church is
encouraging whole families to begin and
journey along a discipleship road – and
this is very good.
Traditionally, within Anglicanism,
different generations tend to attend
different services: 8am services for the
elderly, 10am services for families (with
the kids splitting off into children’s
church), and 7pm services for youth.
While not all churches are this hard

and fast, it’s a real thing and many
congregations don’t even know the other
congregations within the same church.
Messy Church brings all generations
together. It provides a place for families
to be and learn and explore together. It
helps people have honest conversations,
and explore what Jesus means for their
lives. Traditionally, children learn from
adults with wisdom and understanding.
In this model, yes, that still happens,
but also adults learn from children,
who have their own special God-given
wisdom. As Matt 18:3 says, “Truly I tell
you, unless you change and become like
little children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.”

Feature

Background
Messy Church was founded by Lucy
Moore and promoted through the Bible
Reading Fellowship UK — there are now
over 3,500 Messy Churches worldwide.
It came about as a way to get more
bums on seats, so to speak, as fewer
people and families were attending
traditional churches. It is about a fresh
expression of how we do and be church
in our communities. It was called “Messy
Church” because it’s church for people
who aren’t perfect — God takes us just
as we are — warts and all, messy lives
and all.

You can find a Messy
Church near you:
Go to www.messychurch.nz/
locate/
Christchurch:
There are four available:
St Barnabas’ Fendalton;
St Mark’s Avonhead; All Souls
Merivale; and the Hornby
Parish. Starting in 2020, and
soon to be advertised:
St Timothy’s Burnside and
Opawa Baptist.
Rural Nth Canterbury:
St Peter's Akaroa;
Holy Innocents Amberley;
Salvation Army Rangiora.
Interested starting
one in your church?
Go to www.messychurch.nz
for how to get started, resources,
the latest newsletter and more.

Action songs, singing and engaging evangelism is part of the secret to the success of Messy Church.

Feature | Words — Jo Bean | Photo Credit — AnglicanLife
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Does it work?
Does Messy Church produce disciples,
and nurture disciples to grow in faith?
The research says yes.

Feature

• It grows new congregations – people
who attend Messy Church are
often people who don’t normally
attend. The research says that
while individual churches may
differ, overall about 60% of Messy
Church participants are formerly
non-churched people. UK Minister
Steve Swann says Messy Church
sits on the edge or fringe of church
and community, the same place
Jesus poured out His ministry, and
the Ven. Mark Chamberlain, vicar
at St Barnabas’, agrees. Mark says,
“Messy Church is our most effective
community outreach because so
many families attend who are not
involved in church life in other ways.
It’s an amazing opportunity for me to
reach out to newcomers in a relaxed
atmosphere, build relationships and
encourage spiritual seekers. The meal
we have together further helps us
build authentic community – it’s what
Jesus would do!”
• It grows disciples of Christ – people
are learning about the journey of
discipleship and understanding it as
a continuum, not a set of boxes to be
ticked. People are getting baptised
and confirmed following Messy
Church attendance. This indicates
people are becoming disciples and
continuing to walk that journey.
Messy Church is both an outreach
and a vehicle for non-traditional
discipleship development.
• It mixes the generations, genders,
and abilities, building inclusive
community – people of all ages,
abilities and genders are involved in
the activities and story-times, the
music and logistics. It’s fantastic
seeing elderly mix with young, new
parents mix with empty-nesters,

Intergenerational: Messy Church creates a sense of whanau all participating together.

and youth with the elders. In the St
Barnabas Messy Church I recently
attended, I was delighted to see
a grandfather, and a young male
youth supervising the under 5’s
play-mat corner. I saw a male in the
kitchen serving up a storm, a dad
in charge of the food activity table,
and Dads cuddling their children

Research
To read the UK research,
go to www.churcharmy.org/
Groups/319979/Church_Army/
web/What_we_do/Research_
Unit/Playfully_Serious/
Playfully_Serious.aspx
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and getting involved. It’s sad that
this is still remarkable, but it’s great
that the Messy Church environment
encourages participation from all
ages, abilities and genders.
• It encourages growth and leadership
opportunities. Lucy talks about a
generosity of spirit that develops,
where people give of their time
and talents, their crafts, their
food, their resources. There is a
place for everyone to give, and be
given to. People of all ages can be
encouraged to take on discreet areas
of responsibility and leadership. Lucy
refers to this as growing generous and
sacrificial leadership. It’s a win-win
situation.

with a lovely voice lead the singing, while
other helpers did the actions. On the day
I attended the theme was “Say Yes to
Jesus” and we all learned how we can say
yes to Jesus just like others did – Mary,
Joseph, the wise men, shepherds and
more – all said yes to Jesus.

Angela says “Messy Church has been a
real gift to our community and church.
Since 2013 we have slowly built up from
two Messy churches a year to seven and
have found one third of those attending
are from our community who would
normally not come to Sunday services.
True highlights are the sit-down meal
when people of all ages can share, and
the other is seeing the non-trad-church
people bringing their friends along to
share the joy, or volunteering to be
helpers for Messy Church. As well a
number of our Messy Church families
also attend our Fridayzone after school
club (with a meal) so they get regular
weekly contact via that programme.

By the time we had done activities, sung,
heard a story, done more activities, sung
again said grace and ate the meal, two
hours had passed, and while tired, I
was elated at all the interactions, God
moments, smiles, delight and joy I
had seen and felt. As a ‘visitor’ I was
welcomed, included, provided for
and encouraged. I could see a lot of
planning went into the sessions, and a
“I am thankful for the core planning
huge number of people were involved,
team of three dedicated people who
but many hands make light work, and
meet once a week a month out from
the outcome was undeniably joyful,
the Saturday Messy Church services
inclusive and worthwhile.
to brainstorm ideas and organise the
activities and big ideas taught. Lay
leadership has been a wonderful gift to
Left: Isaac
those passionate about evangelism and
and Chase enjoy
outreach. Messy Church works! Give it
their meal.
a go and see how God blesses you as a
church,” says Angela.

Feature

Resourcing
Resources are required. Some parishes
run their Messy Church four times a
year, some six to eight. Whichever way
you look at it, it is resource hungry. You
need people to commit to being there,
serving, cooking, crafting, music, doing
story-time, activities, registration, taking
kohas, and more. St Barnabas has a
well-oiled machine when it comes to
the meal – the tables are set up all laid
out in another room and when the time
comes, they are carried in and people
rally around to add the seating as fast as
possible, jugs of water and food at the
ready. They also have a family friendly
helper who caters for about 80 people,
has a plethora of recipes that are cheap
to construct, and serves up nutritious,
delicious meals to whoever walks in the
door. The music team was small but
fantastic – the Vicar, Mark, and Amber,

Messy Church have a NZ conference in February
this year in both Rotorua and Christchurch.
The aim is to inspire all involved with MC to journey
in a Christ-Centered way in Growing Deeper,
Spreading Wider and Reaching Higher, together.
Look out for the follow-up article about the
conference in a subsequent edition.

St Barnabas’ Messy Church Coordinator, Angela Brown, sharing the joy of saying Yes to Jesus. Angela is also the Regional Coordinator for Messy
Church in Canterbury.

Feature | Words — Jo Bean | Photo Credit — AnglicanLife
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All Souls All Welcome
A birth, a death and a marriage
The atmosphere was jubilant, anticipatory and thankful. The people of that place gathered along with
wider community representative, supporters, friends and family. The occasion — the birth of a new
community and place — the place of empowerment and belonging, their Turangwaewae
— the All Souls
Church and the Merivale–St Albans Parish.
It was Saturday 14 December 2019, just
before 10am, where the crowds were
gathering to witness Archbishop Philip
Richardson and Bishop Peter Carrell
jointly consecrate All Souls the building,
and its sacred objects, its Taonga.

One year earlier the parish had opened
its doors for all to see the newly built
facility, which was blessed, and held its
first Sunday Service. Now, the church
was once again celebrating — this time
a consecration. A consecration is a rare
event and occurs when a new Church
build is complete and free of debt —
a great time to celebrate and sanctify.

The Vicar, Rev’d Megan Herles-Mooar
talks about how the new parish came
to be. Two neighbouring churches were
damaged in the quakes and a desire grew
to create something new from the old,
taking the best of the old and injecting
something fresh and appropriate for the
21st century. So the two neighbouring
parishes of St Albans and Merivale
chose to merge.

Our Story

St Mary’s Merivale and St Matthew’s
St Albans, both had lovely churches,
neither of which could be reinstated.
So a marriage has taken place, says
Rev’d Megan. A marriage is a joining
of two parties to make one better and
stronger unit. So we truly are a marriage
in the real sense of the word. Now we
are truly one new parish — we have
members of both previous churches
worshiping here, but also at least one
third new members who have come to
this church from the community,”
says Rev’d Megan. “So what was two
separate identities initially, is now
one body.”

Bishop Peter, Rev’d Megan Herles-Mooar and Archbishop Philip relaxing after the service.

Another aspect of this joining together
can be seen in the building itself. The
building bears witness to the joining of
the two churches — the Chapel space
(left) features windows from both
previous churches.
Despite the tricky situation of the
Archbishop arriving late due to flight
complications, the building, a number
of Taonga within the church, and the
Memorial Garden were joyously consecrated, made holy, and dedicated to
the service of God.

The Chapel windows came from both former churches.

10

Our Story | Words — Jo Bean | Photo Credit — Neil Macbeth Photography

Archbishop Philip greeted the people
in Te Reo, acknowledged the hard graft
it had taken to get to this point, and
humourously quipped with the signlanguage interpreter, that he would
try to stick to the agreed script. He
also brought greetings from his fellow
Primates and the Church in Africa
(where he had been recently). He
said that Africans have been through
suffering, loss of building and loss if
people, so can relate to Christchurch in

Our Story

Consecrating the Memorial Garden and
All Souls land.

its suffering post-earthquake and post
Mosque attack. He reminded us that
although we are one little province out
of 41, and we sit at the bottom-end of
the world, we still feature on the world
stage as globally people pray for us and
identify with our recent challenges.
The Archbishop’s sermon was on a
tricky text — the radical and violent act
of Jesus cleansing the temple (John
2:13-25). “My father’s house is to be a
house of prayer!” Jesus shouts. When
questioned about his actions, Jesus
replied with an enigmatic saying:
"Destroy this temple, and I will raise
it again in three days," thus further
confusing the temple leaders.
The Archbishop said: “I read the
cleansing of the temple as a stark
warning against any and every false
sense of security. Misplaced allegiances,
religious presumption, pathetic excuses,
smug self-satisfaction, spiritual
complacency, nationalistic zeal, political
idolatry, and economic greed in the
name of God are only some of the tables
that Jesus would overturn in his own day
and in ours.
“I thank God, then, for Psalm 19
which concludes with a prayer that is
wonderfully appropriate: "Who can
discern his errors? Forgive my hidden
faults. Keep your servant from willful
sins; may they not rule over me...May the
words of my mouth and the meditation
of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O
Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer
(Psalm 19:12–14).

The choir processes at the start of the service. Front left: The Mayor, the Hon. Leanne Dalziel.

All Souls Anthem
As the recessional hymn, we sang a new hymn ‘The All Souls Anthem’.
The words were written by Murray Lennox (Music Master All Souls) and
it was sung to the tune of Thy hand, O God, has guided (music by Basil
Harwood). It was a fantastic and inspirational end to a beautiful service.
With grateful hearts we thank You,
O God, for times gone by;
for service freely rendered
and praises lifted high.
A heritage to treasure,
past blessings to hold dear,
from those who came before us
All Souls of yester year.

The future brightly beckons,
uncharted paths to tread;
your Holy Word to guide us,
no challenge need we dread
A fellowship of carers,
no task be left undone
and outreach stirred by courage
All Souls for years to come.

One body now we gather
with Christ our blessed Head,
our talents gladly blending,
sustained by living bread;
O send Your Holy Spirit,
our service to empower,
hospitable and caring,
All Souls for here and now.

Past present and the future,
with You are all the same;
one church of faithful witness
to Christ’s all-powerful Name;
Oh take us ever forward,
united in our task
O serving Christ our Saviour,
All Souls all one at last.

Our Story | Words — Jo Bean | Photo Credit — Neil Macbeth Photography
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“My overall sense of the service was
one of thanksgiving and praise, and
yes, worship. The music, the voices, the
scriptures, the communion celebrated,
and even the children’s song with
actions, were all part of the joyous
worship and celebration of the day. We
came out of the building on a high, with
people all a-buzz with the blessings of
that time”.
The dynamic atmosphere of the service
was continued with a ceremonial cake
cutting and a community barbeque.
Snags and rolls, red velvet cake and
baklava, ice creams and fruit juice were
all served up in an atmosphere of love,
celebration, welcome and community.
Rev’d Megan reflects: “The day was one
we had prayed and planned for since we
first broke ground. This was to be our big
church moment: the day “All Souls All
Welcome” came into being.

“Unfortunately, for me, and for many
people there, instead of continuing to
enjoy the celebration, our joy was frozen
as, at the community barbecue, one of
our beloved older parishioners died in
our midst.
“So for many the celebration abruptly
halted. And while those of us left behind
can wonder at the timing, in many ways
it reminds us that death is a natural
part of life, and ‘absent from the body —
present with the Lord’ (2 Cor 5:8)
means she left our party for an even
bigger party.

All Souls have 2020 Calendars
to sell as a fundraising
exercise. The photos are
lovely shots of the new
church and the life of the
previous parishes.
To order one contact
the parish office
info@allsouls.org.nz or
phone 03- 355 3287.

“For her life and contribution to the
parish, we are thankful. And we are
thankful for all who contributed to the
day, to all who worked hard, in big or
small ways. Thank you. All Souls are All
Welcome, always, here in the MerivaleSt Alban’s parish.”

Our Story

New Parish, New Life,
New Website!

Icecreams make me happy! A great community
spirit was present.

Sorted for 2020?

Fantastic images and heaps of
great information about the
parish is now available on their
new website also launched as
part of the consecration.
Visit is and check it out: www.
allsouls.org.nz or if you’re
that way inclined, check out
their colourful Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/
allsoulsmerivalestalbans

St Michael’s
Your school at the
heart of the city

✓ Co-educational, Years 1-8
✓ Small classes
✓ Specialist teachers
✓ Musical excellence
✓ Christian values
✓ Traditional classrooms
✓ Academic rigour
✓ Before & after school care
✓ Central city location
✓ Easy access

Taking enrolments for 2021.
Some places available for 2020.
registrar@saintmichaels.co.nz
The service concluded with shared kai.
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www.saintmichaels.school.nz
249 Durham Street
379 9790

Lent
An annual pilgrimage of the soul
Michael Leunig’s poem (right)
and the pictured banner
express the season of Lent
rather well for me. Together,
they illustrate and give voice to
the inner journey we commit to
as Christians and intentionally
take each Lenten season.
The word Lent comes from a similar
German (Lenz) and Dutch (Lente) word
simply meaning the season of spring
(N. hemisphere!)
But how did the season of Lent come
into being? We know that Easter was
celebrated by the earliest Christian
Church and became a popular time
for baptism in the first centuries.
In preparation for baptism, adults
undertook a significant period of
instruction – a period that included
prayer, repentance, fasting and even
exorcism. The time of baptismal
preparation prior to Easter, became
the period of Lent — a time of spiritual
preparation. So the traditional purpose
of Lent is the preparation of the believer
— through prayer, penance, repentance,
almsgiving, self-denial, and fasting.
I’m only too aware that the Fruits of
the Spirit (Gal.5:22) run out well before
‘self-control’ in me, so Lent is always a
challenge and a spiritual discipline.
In the church calendar, Lent
(which in Latin was called Quadragesima,
meaning the fortieth day before Easter)
is worked out as a forty day period from
Ash Wednesday plus 6 Sundays
(in themselves mini ‘Easter Days’)
taking us to Easter Eve and concluding
with the great Christian festival of
Easter, when we celebrate the
resurrection of Christ.
The significance of the number forty
comes from both our Hebrew and
New Testament scriptures: the flood
story of Noah’s Ark — forty days and
nights of rain — a story of washing away
of sinfulness, and new beginnings for
God’s people and God’s creatures;
the Exodus story – forty years in the
wilderness (a challenging journey that
took the Hebrew people, led by Moses,
from slavery in Egypt to their eventual
arrival in the promised land of Canaan)
— right through to the gospel account

Our Story

God help us to find our confession;
The truth within us which is hidden
from our mind;
The beauty or the ugliness we
see elsewhere
But never in ourselves;
The stowaway which has been smuggled
Into the dark side of the heart,
Which puts the heart off balance
and causes it pain,
Which wearies and confuses us,
Which tips us in false directions and
inclines us to destruction,
The load which is not carried squarely
Because it is carried in ignorance.
God help us to find our confession,
Help us across the boundary of
our understanding.
Lead us into the darkness that we
may find what lies concealed;
That we may confess it towards the light;
That we may carry our truth in the centre
of our heart;
That we may carry our cross wisely
And bring harmony into our life and
our world.
Amen.

The Ven. Canon Helen Roud is the
Vicar of St Mary the Virgin, in Addington,
Priest-in-Charge at St Luke’s in the City (currently
worshipping at the Community of the Sacred Name)
and Archdeacon for central Christchurch.
Other responsibilities include being a clerical canon,
a council member for the Anglican Women’s Studies
Centre (AWSC), on the executive of the Anglican
Pacifist Fellowship and a Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) supervisor.
Helen enjoys gardening, walking and photography, her two granddaughters
and seven ‘grand-dogs’, all of which stimulate theological reflection!
of Jesus’ forty days of fasting and
temptation in the wilderness.
How might each of those ancient stories
of our faith, speak into the practice of
Lent for us today? How might we live the
journey, wilderness-time, cleansing; notknowing, trial and temptation,
trust and obedience?
As Southern Hemisphere people, we
notice during Lent, that Creation all
around us is beginning to die (never
more so than in catastrophically fireravaged Australia). Nature seems to

Our Story | Words —

echo the ancient words addressed to
each person at the imposition of ashes
on Ash Wednesday which marks the
beginning of Lent: “Remember you are
dust, and to dust you shall return.”
Just as nature pares down to her
essentials in autumn, we, the church,
also pare down in Lent. Through our
prayerful, intentional engagement in
Lent, new life can spring up in us, in our
faith communities and the communities
we serve.
1 Michael Leunig, When I talk to you,
HarperCollins, Sydney, 2004.

Ven. Canon Helen Roud | Photo Credit — Supplied
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Ka Mua, Ka Muri:
Looking Back To Move Forward
A pakeha on a journey of learning
“We can’t move forward together unless we understand the past,”
said Paul Askin, as we set off on a hikoi / bus trip organised by
Te Raranga, a Network of Christian churches in Christchurch.
The hikoi took place in October and was a gathering to explore the
history of the Gospel in our own backyard: Hikoi i roto i Otautahi.
- whakatauki, or proverb, Ka mua,
Paul’s statement echoes the Maori
ka muri, which paints an image of a person walking backwards
into the future. We carry our past into our future.

Our Story

The story of the gospel coming to NZ
is a story like many other religious and
political affairs, one that began with a
genuine heart, has both positive and
negative aspects to it, but which today
is marred by challenging concepts like
colonisation, prosthelitization, land
wars and a failure to understand each
other’s cultures. It’s a journey of now
over 200 years from when the saving
gospel of Jesus Christ was first spoken
on Christmas Day in 1814. Samuel
Marsden’s famous words Te Harinui
rang out in Oihi Bay, Waitangi and the
journey to a new Christian, bi-cultural
NZ society began.
The story of the gospel in this particular
region, Otautahi, is important, and often
neglected. Knowing the history helps
inform the present and can make, if we
choose to let it, a very significant and
positive contribution to the future.

The idea of the hikoi was to shed light on
our complex and sketchy past, telling our
story of Māori and Pakeha encounters
here in Canterbury. By visiting historic
sites, and hearing from Anglicans,
Methodists and Catholics, it was hoped
that a shared understanding would
contribute to an improved future.
So armed with that brief, our hikoi took
off, a gathering of about 30 people
from a variety of backgrounds and
denominations.
We travelled by bus from the Catholic
Pro Cathedral, our meeting point, to
Tuahiwi Pā and marae, including St
Stephen’s Anglican Church. Tuahiwi is
between Rangiora and Kaiapoi, inland
from Woodend, home of Ngāi Tūāhuriri
(the hapu), who are Ngāi Tahu (the
predominant SI tribe). St Stephen’s was
the first Māori Mission Church in the SI.

Travelling further north, the Kaiapoi
Pa, just south of Waikuku, was our next
stop. Most of us of a certain age, will
remember being taught about wild Te
Rauparaha, who descended from the NI
and effectively wiped out the Kaiapoi
Māori (in 1832). I’m not sure what I
expected, but the reality was sobering.
The sign-posted turn-off led us down
a shingle road, where only those who
know the path will be able to locate the
steps over the stop-bank, and down into
the site where the Pa once stood. From
the bank you see a huge flat expanse of
bare land (green at this particular time)
surrounded by trees with a memorial
to the south side. Yes, Te Rauparaha
came down in 1831, but it wasn’t a short,
sharp attack. We learned it was a threemonth-long siege where the villagers
were cut off from their food sources.
With imminent defeat ahead, and the
threat of their young woman being
captured, the Kaiapoi people opted to
kill their young girls and bury them in the
surrounding swamps. The sadness of
that choice is palpable in that place.
But the tragedy does not end there. As
the bus was leaving, on one side we
observed the stillness of the old Pa
site, and on the other? The beautifully
manicured sections and roads of
Pegasus township. The juxtaposition
of the two times and cultures is food
for thought. As is the constant delays
developers have had in that place.
Perhaps some more lamenting and
understanding needs to happen before
the land can flourish again.
In researching this article I discovered
that Te Rauparaha’s raiding party didn’t
cross the Cook Straight in canoes
(although this was possible) but came
down on The Elizabeth, a European
trading vessel, as a ploy to disguise the
attack. I often wonder about the captain
who agreed to take the party south. Did
he know what was going to happen? Did
he care?

Pihope Rihare, Bishop Richard Wallace, at the gate to the former Kaiapoi Pa.
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The blessing at the end of the tale is that
In 1843, Te Rauparaha’s son Tamihana,
and nephew Te Whiwhi, travelled down
once more to their former enemy’s
land bringing a message of peace
and reconciliation as a result of them
accepting the gospel of Christ.

Our Story

Rehua Marae, St Albans, Christchurch.

Journeying back to town we landed
at Rehua Marae (which translates
“heavenly guardian”) a beckoning oasis
after Kaiapoi. We were welcomed, fed
and let to reflect on the day so far. Many
of the Māori who fled Kaiapoi Pa also
spent time in this tranquil setting before
journeying further south.

in 1950’s New Zealand, where family
could not intermingle, children could not
play with their cousins or the children
who lived across the street, because
they went to a different church on
Sunday. He recounted his experience as
a child in Little River of the great divide
between Anglican, Ratana and Catholics.

From the Methodists at Rehua Marae in
St Albans, we travelled to the Catholic
Cathedral in Barbadoes St before
returning to our starting point at St
Mary’s Pro Cathedral. It was an apt
place for poroporoaki, to reflect on the
full experience of the day. It was a day to
be inspired by the fortitude and genuine
concern of those early missionaries; to
remember the passion and commitment
of the many church builders before us;
we were saddened at remembering the
tragic losses of so many Māori in Kaiapoi,
but inspired by the healing power of
Jesus Christ (as delivered by the son and
nephew of Te Rauparaha).

For me the major outtake from the
day was a message of unity. Unwitting
mistakes of the past meant that wellintentioned Christian people split
tribes, communities and towns down
the middle as the Māori painstakingly
followed the denomination that had
converted them. It was a sense of relief
and joy that the hikoi group represented
so many denominations travelling in
unity to pay witness to both the good
and the bad in our Christian bi-cultural
past.

As the various Christian missionaries
came to Canterbury, they each brought
their own flavour of Christianity. All
were keen to gain Māori converts to
their own denomination, and for their
converts to strictly adhere to that
denomination. The sad result was
a people again divided, this time by
religion. Pihope Rihare, Bishop Richard
Wallace, told the story of growing up

Will there be a repeat of this hikoi? The
group with one voice said, “Yes! We
want to learn more”. And although we
returned to our individual cars, churches
and lives, many connections were made
across denominations that we will
continue to foster.
The hikoi was not a slick, professional
bus tour around our beautiful region.
It was an honest portrayal of some
of the good and bad aspects of the
intermingling of Māori and Pakeha,

of religion and society, in our local
history, our place, our turangawaewae.
It was confronting; it was empowering;
it was worthwhile. As we were inspired
at the beginning of the day, it is only
by understanding our past that we can
move forward.
1 Harry Evison’s book “The Long Dispute”
(Canterbury University Press; 1997) gives a
full account of these events.

Having lived
in various
locations
in NZ and
overseas,
Heather
Fraser and
family have
resettled
in Christchurch. She attends
C3 church, but has an Anglican
background and has previously
attended St Augustine’s in
Cashmere. Heather worked for
NZCMS where she developed
a love for all things missional
including cross-cultural mission.
She currently works part-time at
Theology House. She loves travel,
music, skiing and animals.

Our Story | Words and Photo Credit — Heather Fraser
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Tuia Te Muka Tangata Ki Uta
Weaving together a shared future
Lingering on deck after dark on board the replica of the HMB Endeavour, the crew of 39 people from
India, Holland, Australia, Asia, Canada, Ireland, the US, and Aotearoa New Zealand were learning
- men. We were practising
a song together, taught by the Irish mandolin player and two young Maori
Purei Nei in preparation for singing it as a waiata for the upcoming powhiri at Waitangi Marae as
part of Tuia 250.

Our Story
Replica ships – R. Tucker Thompson and The Spirit of New Zealand.

16

Our Story | Words and Photo Credit — Ven. Susan Baldwin

Tuia 250 ran from October through to
early December 2019 and was planned
as a celebration of the history and
heritage of Aotearoa New Zealand’s
Pacific voyagers with acknowledgement
of the initial encounters between Māori
and Europeans in 1769-1770 when
Captain James Cook arrived on these
shores. Tuia 250 sought to have an
honest conversation about the past,
not glossing over the violent and messy
parts of our encounters, but recognising
past hurts with a determination that if
we can talk honestly about our past and
present then we have a better chance of
navigating our shared future.

violence that occurred in the past is so
hurtful, distasteful, reprehensible and
regrettable – what are we prepared to do
to change that so we can live differently
together? When different cultures come
together, we have much to learn from
one another. How good and pleasant it is
when God’s people live together in unity!
(Psalm 133:1).
At the powhiri in Waitangi, all the crews
left their ships to be welcomed onto
the marae. Our international crew sang
Purei Nei, the Tahitian crew danced, the
Māori crews sang more waiata. There
were no protests, but we did hear from a
couple of people who stood up to speak
about the hurt and the anger they felt.
We also heard many words of welcome,
of reconciliation and healing. The point
being – that all stories need to be told if
we have any hope of weaving together a
shared future.

For me, that was the whole point of the
exercise. We can look at the past and
point fingers at each other and lay blame
in any number of circumstances but it
lays bare the question before us: If the

Waiata: Purea Nei

(You can listen to this on
YouTube: just google Purea Nei.)
Purea nei e te hau
Scattered by the wind
Horoia e te ua
Washed by the rain
Whitiwhitia e te ra
Transformed by the sun
Mahea ake nga poraruraru
All doubts are swept away
Makere ana nga here.
All restraints are cast down.

On deck the replica Endeavour.

The Ven. Susan Baldwin is Archdeacon for Westland and the Chatham
Islands and the Rural Life Missioner. She’s spent 23 years ministering
in rural parishes and co-ordinates the Post Ordination Training for new
clergy. She lives with her husband Philip and their two dogs in Darfield, as
Vicar of the Malvern Parish. Originally from Canada, Susan has been in
the Christchurch Diocese for more than 10 years.

E rere wairua, e rere
Fly free spirit, fly
Ki nga ao o te rangi
To the clouds in the heavens
Whitiwhitia e te ra
Transformed by the sun
Mahea ake nga poraruraru
With all doubts swept away
Makere ana nga here.
All restraints cast down.

Our Story | Words and Photo Credit — Ven. Susan Baldwin
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Our Story

I was a member of the volunteer crew on
board the HMB Endeavour as the flotilla
of six ships sailed from Whangarei to
the Bay of Islands in the first week of
November. The flotilla included two
Māori waka hourua, the Haunui and
Ngahiraka Mai Tawhiti; a Pacifica va’a
tipaerua, the Fa’afaite from Tahiti; and
three European tall ships, the R.Tucker
Thompson, Spirit of New Zealand (both
from New Zealand) and the HMB
Endeavour replica from Australia.

Beyond the realities and challenges of
sailing a tall ship, the voyage provided
the background to recounting the
stories and histories of all the Pacific
voyagers. We acknowledged that none
of our histories is spotless as the six
crews gathered around their ship-toship radios and listened as stories of
our histories were told. Sometimes
it was a story of early encounters
between Pakeha and Māori that ended
in bloodshed. Sometimes it was a story
of inter-tribal warfare when one iwi
attacked in war ships on an island and
killed many members of another iwi.
More than anything I think it helped
us all to understand and acknowledge
the stories of our past, acknowledge
how and why that has affected our
relationships in the present, and offered
us an opportunity to decide how we
would weave our stories together to
make a shared future.

Introducing South Canterbury’s
New Youth Worker
New South Canterbury youth worker Edmund Hilder is keen to be
immersed in God’s work of reconciliation in the region.
Ed, originally from South Africa, has
moved here after 18 months ministry in
Auckland to serve as an Anglican youth
worker in Timaru, and youth enabler for
the Anglican and co-operating churches
of South Canterbury.

The message kept coming clear and
strong and he eventually spent two years
with Pneumatix, a Christian performing
arts school. They toured South Africa
with a drama and dance ministry
in schools.

He says there is one ministry which
scripture consistently spells out for
God’s people – to be reconciled with
God and give others the opportunity to
experience reconciliation too, whoever
they are and whatever their lifestyle.
“We tend to want to clean the fish
before we pull them into the boat … just
get them into the boat! We are called to
have our doors open and say welcome.”

From 2013-2018 a church employed him
in fulltime youth ministry and youth
leadership training. There were five
young people attending when he started,
and 150 when he left five years on.

Ed grew up in a Christian family, unaware
that there was a difference between
knowing about Jesus and knowing
Jesus. When he was 16 someone took a
life-changing interest in him, took him
out for coffee a couple of times “and
introduced me to the real Jesus”. Ed was
baptised a couple of years later.

Workplace Interview

While he was still at school people began
to prophesy that he would serve as a
youth pastor. “I shrugged it off.”

In 2014 he married Clare, a New
Zealander he had met at Pneumatix.
She was feeling the call of home, and in
2018 they decided to move to Auckland.
A friend heard that St Margaret’s
Hillsborough needed a youth pastor and
18 months ministry there followed.
“It was the first Anglican church I’d ever
been part of. It was an awesome time
and things that felt weird for me at first
I fell in love with as I got to know the
deeper meaning.”

somewhere with a different pace and
more opportunity to establish deep
relationships. They spent three months
in prayer and discernment, two weeks
touring the South Island in a campervan,
then heard of the youth ministry
position in South Canterbury, based at
St John’s Highfield.
“It’s a huge move for us, but the whole
role fitted into who we are as a family.
We are launching ourselves into a place
where we can do ministry in community,
do life together.”

Life in Auckland isn’t for everyone.
Both Ed and Clare were from smaller
towns, and they wanted to settle

Ed’s role
Ed will be employed for 30
hours a week as an Anglican
Youth Worker based at St John’s
Timaru where he will run a
youth group and engaging in
community-facing programmes
in Timaru. He will also work 10
hrs a week in a wider brief under
the title of South Canterbury
Anglican Youth Enabler, where
he will resource and encourage
Anglican churches in South
Canterbury to reach out to
youth in their area.
Right: The Hilder family, Clare beautiful bouncy
Esmé and Ed (Edmund). Clare still loves the
performing arts and all things creative, and Esme
is a fierce and fearless go-getter with energy to
burn. On top of a passion for ministry and youth,
Ed has interests in computers and technology.
Welcome to the Hilder family!
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Ed’s inspirational scripture
“God reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and has given us
the ministry of reconciliation. In
Christ God was reconciling the
world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them,
and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us.”
2 Corinthians 5:18-19

Let’s Start With Jesus
I have a favourite mug that
was a gift from a friend. It
has a picture of Karl Barth
and his famous quip “The
answer is Jesus. What’s the
question?” Apart from being
a good strategy for answering
questions in Sunday School, this
is a pretty good place to start
when contemplating how we
might think about enriching
our communities. That Jesus is
that answer might seem obvious
or trite, but I’d suggest that
no cleverly designed strategies
or programmes are going to
do more than the life-giving
presence of Jesus Christ.
Lent is a time in which many people
in the Church engage in study. Many
who are not already engaged in formal
education or a home group join together
for the weeks of Lent to go deeper in
their faith through an organised study
programme. I’d love to know the origins
of this practice, but its continuation
suggests that the Church has found it
beneficial.

Sadly, the formal study of theology has
been treated with suspicion by some.
This is partly justified as some of what
passed for theological education last
century was far from edifying. However,
I’m fortunate to have been associated
with many of the theological education
institutions in New Zealand today and I
consistently find there people dedicated
to serving the Church with the tools of
their respective disciplines.

I’m not alone in this belief. In a recent
opinion piece, The Director for
Theological Education at the Anglican
Communion Office, the Reverend
Canon Dr Stephen Spencer, pointed to
the injunction of 1 Peter 3:15. If we are to
be ready to give an account of the hope

that is in us as Peter requires, and one
that speaks to today’s context, then we
must engage both with the source of our
hope and mission field in which we find
ourselves.
During Lent we look forward to the
renewal that comes in Christ at Easter.
Study is one way we prepare for the
Resurrection. As we look forward to
the regeneration that God will work
in Christ’s Church so we should also
prepare by deeper engagement with our
faith.
1 ‘Why theological education is key to the future
of the Anglican communion’ (blog post Oct
2019) www.anglicannews.org

Theological Thoughts

This is no surprise to me. Study has been
and continues to be both an act of faith
and one of the most life-giving aspects
of my spiritual journey. A deeper faith
might be Good News for me, however,
but it’s of limited value if I don’t reveal
the Christ that I am getting to know to
those around me. The point of studying
theology is not academic excellence or
personal spiritual growth. It is to find
and develop the resources that the
church needs for her mission and better
articulate the truths of our faith.

Scepticism about the value of
theological education can lead to
the attitude that disciplined study
is an optional extra and unlikely to
enhance ministries at the coal face. I
am convinced, however, that renewal in
the Church will be accompanied by an
increased commitment to engagement
with the truth of the God revealed in
Christ Jesus. Study is by no means the
whole answer and not every Christian
needs to be engaged in a formal
academic programme, but disciplined
study will be part of the life of a thriving
Christian community.

Gareth Bezett (BTh (hons) Otago
University) is the new Director of Theology
House. A theology scholar from the
Wellington Diocese, his background also
incorporates business, accounting and
computer systems.

Theological Thoughts | Words — Gareth Bizett | Photo Credit — c/o The Evangelical Calvinist, www.growrag.wordpress.com
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Our Father Gardener
The new Lenten study series explained
The kiss of the sun for pardon,
The song of the birds for mirth,
One is nearer God’s Heart in a garden
Than anywhere else on Earth1
These lines from Dorothy Gurney’s poem often come to mind as I
potter in my garden, especially when in a zen-like state I pull out
weeds (and that’s all I ever seem to do!). But I am no gardener. I’m
not even a very good caretaker!
In contrast, my colleague and friend, Tom aand his wife, Dorothy,
are the real deal.
Tom and Dorothy Innes live in Springfield in the Malvern Parish
and choose to live off the land as much as is possible. I caught up
with Tom at Theology House (before he finished as Acting Director)
to see what the Lent Study Book he and Dorothy wrote is all about.

Jo

The Lent study series this year
is called “Life in the Garden”.
That’s a left-of-centre theme for a Lent
Study, Isn’t it? What’s it all about?

Tom

Yes – I suppose it might
look a bit odd at first
glance, but take a second look and
you will see how deeply embedded
the garden and the land is in Scripture.
Christ’s life, death, and resurrection
open a path for the renewal of creation
and for the restoration of humanity.
By gardening we begin to enter into this
renewed relationship with the land and
fellowship with God now! To garden
is to plant the seeds of the kingdom of
heaven, and to invite God to walk with
us here on earth, so its a perfect match
with Lent.
It all started with our own experience
of life in our own garden at Springfield.
We have found that as gardening has
become more important in our lives,
the way we read the whole Bible has
changed, especially what it says about
gardens and the land. So rather than
basing the studies in one book of the
Bible, as has happened in recent years,
we’ve chosen a biblical theme that
exists through the whole Bible. The
studies are really a kind of conversation
between our experience and Scripture.
We are pretty excited about it. And yes,
there is much of our own experience
and thinking in here. But as you would
expect, the studies also build on
the tradition in our Diocese of solid
Scripture-based studies that has been
established over recent years.

Dialogue
Yum! Fresh produce from Tom and Dorothy’s garden!
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Jo
Tom

Can you give us a few clues
about the content?

Try to stop me! We start
with the Garden of Eden
and run through to the heavenly city in
Revelation where the leaves of the trees
are for the healing of the nations. I love
the fact that even the heavenly city has
a garden. I like to think that the garden is
what makes the city bearable — tongue
in cheek, of course. The studies include
some pretty thought-provoking parables
and stories, most of which are written by
Dorothy. She has a knack for that.

Jo
Tom

Is this about sustainability and
the environment then?

Yes, but not directly. A
lot of the rhetoric we
hear around sustainability and the
environment is based on fear and guilt.
Everything is bad and it’s all our own
fault. There is a lot to worry about.
But fear and guilt are not healthy or
effective motivators. In these studies
we are really writing about life in the

kingdom of heaven. The vision of
Revelation is that heaven and earth will
once again be joined, as they were in
Eden. Gardening anticipates this and
brings it into being. Genesis describes
God as the first gardener, and gardening
as the original human vocation. As it
happens, life in the garden is sustainable
and it is the best thing we as individuals
can do for the environment.

Jo
Tom

It fits perfectly.
Regeneration starts from
the ground up. Imagine if Christians
everywhere planted abundant and
productive gardens around their
homes. There would be pockets
of green redemption where all the
Christians live. It would be visible from
space! This regeneration of the earth
is a part of our spiritual regeneration.

Oh yes! The Lenten Study
books also include an
invitation to an open day at our place.
Come and enjoy a few hours in our
garden. It will be low key, but we love
talking gardening and showing people
around.

in the Garden:

LIFE IN THE GARDEN:

nt
A Study for Le

2020
NEW FOR LENT

Dialogue

By Dorothy Innes and Tom Innes

Jo
Tom

You said you had something else
for people?

How does this fit in with Bishop
Peter’s ‘Regeneration’ theme?

A STUDY FOR LENT

This, Dorothy and I believe, is part of our
discipleship. There is a spirituality of the
garden, we meet God there. Gardening
will strengthen families. Everyone is
healthier and happier gardening and
eating fresh food from the garden. And
gardening brings our communities
together. Once neighbours start to work
together and swap seeds and share
produce things change.

Order this Lenten Group Study Book for 2020 now!
$8.50 per copy ($7 if ordered before 31 December 2019). Plus P&P.

Order online at: www.theologyhouse.ac.nz

Innes
es and Tom
Dorothy Inn
Peter Carrell
Foreword by
1
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Global Dispatch

The Ripple Effect
What does ‘Enriching our Communities’ mean for an NZCMS
Mission Partner based in a hospital in Cambodia?
Since starting the Activities Programme
at World Mate Emergency Hospital in
2014, I have had three Khmer young
women, (one at a time!) working
alongside me and have had considerable
input into each of their lives. Mentoring
these women has been, and continues to
be, a significant part of my role.
I have known my current assistant,
Kimleang, since 2013 when we worked
together in another organization. In April
last year, she asked me to help her find a
job just at the time when I needed a new
assistant, and she was the successful
applicant. Apart from interacting with
patients and caregivers, Kimleang has
learnt to make handmade paper, books,
paper fans and bracelets. Since July
last year, she has been making beaded
jewellery and I have seen her creative
skills really take off! With a mere three
days of tuition from my friend Lois, who
gifted her a large collection of beads and
tools for making necklaces, bracelets
and earrings (which we do in my patient
therapy programme) Kimleang has learnt
to make beautiful jewellery.
So just how does this enrich a
community? Every weekend, Kimleang
travels two hours to her “homeland” for
the weekend, to be with her children and

her elderly parents in the Bakan District,
Pursat. While she is there, she passes on
the skills she has learnt, to ladies in her
village. Her enthusiasm is infectious and
they enjoy having something purposeful
to do. She also teaches English to the
local children at her home and has plans
to build a teaching and handcraft space
made from recycled plastic bottles!
Kimleang has the will, drive and passion
to make this happen as she upskills
herself so her children and others in her
village will have a better future. What a
blessing she is!
To readers back home this may seem
rather unremarkable, but really, I am
so excited! What I see evolving in
Kimleang’s village is an example of the
direction I had hoped my programme
here at the hospital would take – for me
to impact women in a village setting,
by teaching them handcraft skills. I
have been working here six years and
waiting on the Lord for the programme
to impact not just one patient, but whole
communities. And it’s finally happening.
My role has ended up being that of a
facilitator instead, seeing the fruition
of the vision through Kimleang, but
nevertheless, it is happening and I can
see God’s hand in it.

Kimleang teaching the children in her village.

And while I am doing my role, I am
shining a light for the Gospel of Christ.
Kimleang has had a lot of contact
with both foreigners and Christians,
but she has not yet made a personal
commitment. While we have had
some success in helping to enrich the
community at the hospital and also in
her village in Pursat, I know that there is
more yet for us to do. I can’t speak about
it openly here in Cambodia, but I know
God is working and I ask you to join me in
praying for their continued enrichment
and ultimately their salvation.
by teaching them handcraft skills. I
have been working here six years and
waiting on the Lord for the programme
to impact not just one patient, but whole
communities. And it’s finally happening.
My role has ended up being that of a
facilitator instead, seeing the fruition
of the vision through Kimleang, but
nevertheless, it is happening and I can
see God’s hand in it.
And while I am doing my role, I am
shining a light for the Gospel of Christ.
Kimleang has had a lot of contact
with both foreigners and Christians,
but she has not yet made a personal
commitment. While we have had
some success in helping to enrich the
community at the hospital and also in
her village in Pursat, I know that there is
more yet for us to do. I can’t speak about
it openly here in Cambodia, but I know
God is working and I ask you to join me in
praying for their continued enrichment
and ultimately their salvation.

The activities team on a beading tutorial with Lois. From left to right: Adrienne, another CMS
partner; Kimleang; Lois and Anne.

22

Global Dispatch | Words — Anne McCormick CMS | Photo Credit — Supplied

For more information about
Anne and Anthony’s mission
work in Cambodia, visit
www.nzcms.org.nz

Spiritual Journeys For Healing
And Transformation
A review of the Sensible Shoes
fiction book series

Arts

The author, Sharon Garlough
Brown (MDiv), is a spiritual
director and cofounder of
Abiding Way Ministries that
provide spiritual retreats. In
this beautiful series of novels
beginning with the bestselling
Sensible Shoes, spiritual
direction, contemplation and
mystical connection with God
are woven into magnificent and
compelling journeys of women
on spiritual and transformational
journies. They can be read as
fiction, but are written in a way
that allows the reader to begin
their own contemplative journey,
if so inspired.
In the story line, we are invited to join
Hannah, Meg, Mara and Charissa
as they gain a new understanding of
friendship, spiritual truths, and a deeper
life with God. In Sensible Shoes, these
four women arrive at a retreat center
and each embark, on a spiritual journey.
They find themselves drawn out of
their separate stories of resolution and
struggle and into a collective journey of
spiritual practice, mutual support and
personal revelation.

Hannah, a pastor who doesn’t
realise how exhausted she is
Meg, a widow and recent empty
nester is haunted by her past

In the second book, Two Steps Forward,
we continue the journey as the women
face roadblocks, and in the third book,
Barefoot, they’re challenged to embrace
the joy of complete surrender. In the
final Book, An Extra Mile, the women are
navigating both deep joy and devastating
loss. Can they find equilibrium in the
midst of all that has changed?

Mara, experienced a lifetime of
rejection and is now trying to
navigate a tough marriage
Charissa, a hard-working graduate
student who just wants to get
things right
Study guides are available for each novel
for group discussion.
Acknowledgement: This review, with minor
adaptations, was first published in Refresh, the
Journal of Contemplative Spirituality, Vol 20,
No 2, Summer 2020, by Spiritual Growth
Ministries Trust, NZ; www.sgm.org.nz

Sensible Shoes, Two Steps
Forward, Barefoot and An
Extra Mile are available on
Kindle, Audiobook and
paperback from the publisher
IVP Books 2010-2019.

Dialogue | Words — Refresh | Photo Credit — c/o Amazon.com
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LENT ACTIVITIES FOR FAMILIES

Lent Art

Harakeke

A full-size printable version of the bible verse
can be found: www.coloringfolder.com/
bible/john-bible-coloring-pages The Lent
Journey: www.coloringfolder.com/lent/
lent-40-days-coloring-page

A Lenten Journey
Lent is the lead up to Easter.
It lasts for 40 days from Ash
Wednesday to Holy Saturday
(Sundays are not included in the
tally) and represents the 40 days
Jesus spent in the desert. While
advent is about preparing our
minds with the big story starting
from the beginning and leading
up to Jesus, Lent is about
preparing out hearts to engage
with the Jesus that we see
in holy week, the confusing
God-man, the one who
invited us into a radical new
way of loving, the one who
really did take up his own cross
and walk, leading the way
for us to do the same.
You will need –
Scissors, glue, a hole punch,
some sturdy card (I used a
pizza box), a central stand,
and the PDF printout. The
template can be downloaded
at www.jesus-withoutlanguage.net/lent-walk
Paste the template on to the
cardboard and cut out. Also
cut out the thick black line to
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create the spiral. Use a small
craft hole-punch to remove
where each hole indicates.
Place it on a stand of some
kind so that the spiral spreads
out.

and the second is me, as I
take the journey to the cross
with Him. Each day move the
person one step closer to the
cross. Each day pause to pray,
reflect, or read a scripture.

Cut out the 2 person graphic
and the cross. Or choose
graphics you like and cut out
those instead. In the graphic
of 2 people, the first is Jesus

Alternatively if using with
younger children, it could
purely be a visual for them to
see Easter approaching.

Harakeke | Lent Activities for Families | Photo Credit — each activity is separately attributed

Lent in a Bag
“We have discovered that distributing small bags – cloth, paper, or ziplock bags –
with symbols of the season assists individuals and families in practicing Lent at
home. In addition to the items in the bag, we include instructions and reflections
(on purple paper of course) to go with each item.”
By Schreiner and Garvey, source www.buildfaith.org/lent-in-a-bag

Human Figure
Use a peg, craft figure, or an
icecream stick with a face
drawn on it. Place inside the
bag with the following (or
similar) reflection
“Because Jesus was, as we
confess, fully human, he
gets us, understands us
from inside our skin, and
knows from experience
that we’re each capable of
great things, Godly things.
And no matter what we do,
he keeps on inviting us to
join us in his work which has
become our own. As you
enter this Lent, what might
you plan to do over these
40 days so that come Easter
you will more closely reflect
the Christ who lives in and
through you?”

Candle
Place a candle inside the
bag. Include the following (or
similar) reflection
“Lent is a time to focus on
what Christ did for us – His
Redemption Plan. Jesus is,
according to John’s gospel,
‘The Light of the World’ and
that Light insists: ‘You are
the light of the world. Don’t
be hiding under some bushel
basket.’ So where do you
shine? How do you keep your
light lit?”

More Creative Lent Ideas For Families

1.

2.

40 Prayers

Make a construction paper prayer
chain. Put one prayer on each day of
lent. Alternatively put up a string line
and attach with tiny pegs 40 envelopes.
Write 1 to 40 on each. Each day write a
prayer and insert it into the envelope.
At Easter time you might like to create a
collage of all the written prayers.

40 Good Deeds

Use a good deeds jar for 40 days: put a
token (raw kidney beans are easy, but
whatever you’re keen on is fine) into a
mason jar for each good deed you see
happening around your home, and then
exchange the tokens for jelly beans (or
your child’s favourite treat) on Easter.
For older children you can call this
‘Caught being Kind” and the rules can
include if they have to tell you what they
did, it doesn’t count; you need to see it
done in secret.

3.

40 days of Thankfulness

Use a thankfulness jar: over the 40
weeks count your blessings with 10c
coins, and encourage family and visitors
to do the same (they might like to use
$1 coins). Then donate the money to a
charity of your choice at Easter.

source: www.outuponthewaters.com/
creative-lent-ideas-for-kids-3/

Harakeke | Lent Activities for Families | Photo Credit — each activity is separately attributed
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Harakeke

Sand
Instruction Sheet
Place a sealable baggie
Include a piece of paper with
these (or similar) instructions, filled with sand. Include the
following (or similar
or attach it to the outside
reflection –
of the bag. Or you can print
out a tri-fold Instruction
“Just between his baptism
booklet by Gail Jackins
and the beginning of his adult
(found on the Build Faith
ministry, Jesus went into the
weblink above).
wilderness for 40 days, ‘to
be tested’. What constitutes
Here are two suggestions
wilderness in your life?
for using the contents of
What have you learned there?
this bag –
What might you learn there?”
1. Choose one night of the
Rock
week and invite those
Place a rock inside the bag.
around your table to pick
Include the following (or
one of the symbols as
similar) reflection –
a starting point for
conversation for the
“While in the wilderness,
whole group, including
Jesus was invited to transform
children.
stone into bread. Though
he resisted the temptation
2. For your own devotion,
there and then, he became
daily or weekly, choose
justly renowned for feeding
one of the symbols for
people who were hungry
your own reflection
for food, or for love, or for a
as you make your way
word of encouragement, or
through the season of
for simple acceptance. Might
Lent.
there be a stony place in you
that needs transforming?
Some attitude or habit that,
with a little attention, might
even become a gift for you
and others?”
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